Thacker, S.B., Addiss, D.G., Goodman, R.A., Holloway, B.R., and 
Spencer, H.C., "Infectious Diseases and Injuries in Child Day Care: 
Opportunities for Healthier Children," Journal of the American 
Medical Association 268(13): 1720-1726, 1992. 

The authors of this study examined data in order to provide 
pertinent information on infectious diseases and injuries in child 
daycare and to outline measures to address these health care needs. 
The authors reported that "compared with preschool-aged children 
reared at home, among children in day care the risk of some 
infectious diseases was two to four times greater." The rates of 
both intentional and unintentional injuries were somewhat lower 
for daycare children than for children at home. The authors 
concluded that "because preschool children spend increasing time in 
structured day-care settings, the risk for some infectious diseases 
has increased" and that "at the same time, child day-care settings 
present opportunities for ensuring healthier children through 
enhanced development, safer environments, better nutrition, 
increased vaccination coverage, and health promotion." 
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